Basic Rules for Acolytes

· The Sanctuary is holy! Do not act disrespectful or enter the holy place unnecessarily.  Enter only by the Deacon Doors, not through the curtains!

· Arrive early for services.  Be on time!  There is much to be done before the liturgy actually begins!

· Prepare for service with fasting, prayer, and frequent Holy Confession. 

· Follow the dietary rules for Wednesdays, Fridays, and the four fasting seasons seriously.

· Dress properly for serving God. Shorts, jeans, T-shirts and tennis shoes are not appropriate. Servers should wear nice dress pants, button-down shirts, and black or brown leather street shoes.
· Mind your personal appearance. You are to be neat and clean at all times.  Leave distracting jewelry — including earrings — at home.

· Be alert for hand signals and other instructions.

· Do not talk or whisper unless it is to ask an important question. Giggling, laughing, and fidgeting are not appropriate!

· When you are not performing a specific task, stand to the side and follow the service in your service book, including singing the responses.  

· Never walk in front of the Holy Altar.

· Take care of your robe.  Hang it carefully when you are finished, and tell Father when something rips or tears.

· Clean up the sanctuary following services according to your priest’s instructions.

